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Thank you for volunteering to host a fundraising house party to support the California OneCare Campaign. House parties are an integral part of our effort to raise money for our campaign and they also give us the opportunity to educate individuals about single payer and broaden the movement in California.

As a house party host, your goal is to attract 20-40 individuals  - or more – to your house, bringing together people whom you believe support the goals of the California OneCare Campaign.  

A speaker from the campaign will give your guests more information about the campaign itself and answers to any questions they may have about single payer. The speaker will also let them know how their financial support will contribute to educating voters around the state and solidifying the political will to create the California OneCare Health Plan.

We will help you to meet your attendance goals by providing advice and technical assistance every step of the way.  This packet will help you through all the steps needed to make your house party a success.

This kit includes the following items:

1. Timetable & Checklist

2. Your Invitation List

3. Invitation Guidelines & Sample Invitation

4. RSVP: Suggested script for follow up calls

5. Guest Response Sheet
6. Party Day

7. Sign In Sheet

8. Donation Form

9. The Program

10. Thank You

11. Event Feedback Form
We recognize that not everyone who supports single payer is able to volunteer time.  A house party provides supporters with the opportunity to contribute their dollars to help others do that work. Thank you for taking on the challenge of raising funds to make this work possible.

Sincerely,

Andrew McGuire


Executive Director

Timetable & Checklist

5 weeks before your event:

Top of Form

      (    Confirm the date with California OneCare: 


      (    Set your goals:



# of Guests: 

 
  Contributions: 



      (    Make your invitation list (see “Your Invitation List” for suggestions)
4 weeks before your event:

(    Mail/Evite the invitations


(
Recruit 2 “Helpers”


( Helper #1 will sign people in as they arrive, give each guest a bumper sticker or button, and collect checks during the program (adding up the total amount collected and announcing it before the guests leave provides a nice touch to the event).

Name

( Helper #2 will answer the door, take coats and help with last-minute details.


Name
3 weeks before your event:

(
Maintain a list of everyone who has responded.


(
Download or order from California OneCare:



( Educational Handouts




( California OneCare Representative/Speaker

2 weeks before your event:

(
Make copies of the donation form included in the House Party Kit (provide envelopes for guests)

(
Make sure you have name tags, sharpies, pens 


( 
Call everyone who has not responded to remind them about your party and ask if they will be 



attending (see script). This step is very important so please don’t skip it. 

1 week before your event:

(
Prepare and practice your introduction

( 
Decide if you or someone else will make the actual pitch at your party. You may wish to 



discuss this with the presenter.


(
Make reminder phone calls

Day of the event:

(
Prepare Refreshments


(
Set up sign-in table with sign-in sheets, name tags, and information about California OneCare.


(
RELAX & ENJOY YOUR PARTY.
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Your Invitation List
How can you be sure that your house party will be well attended? Actually, there is a formula that has been shown to be successful. If you want 40 responses, all you have to is send out 120 invitations, then follow up with telephone calls to those who’ve not responded.

The first question, then, is who to invite?
As much as possible, you want your guests to be in more or less the same socioeconomic group, since this directly affects the amount that you will be asking for that evening.  With that in mind, and remembering that a single payer health plan will benefit everyone, here are some ideas that have helped other house party hosts to pull their invitation lists together.

Family (parents, siblings, cousins, aunts & uncles)

Friends (including your friends on Facebook who live in your town and may have expressed support for health care reform)

Social Acquaintances (old friends you see on occasion, friends from your old job, from college, teachers who befriended you, Lamaze classmates, volleyball team, yoga class…)

Neighbors (your children’s friends, members of your babysitting coop - if you thought it would work, you could even make this a neighborhood party)

Work or Community Work (anyone you work with, parent/teacher groups, members of your political club, environmental group, garden club, peace group, any other group you may have volunteered with...) 

Service Professionals (your children’s teachers, your accountant, attorney, dentist, doctor, pharmacist, etc.)

Members of your Church, Synagogue, Mosque, or Temple (social justice groups are especially receptive)

As you’re going through this list, try to remember all the people you’ve encountered who have expressed their concern about the health care system in general or their encounters with health insurance companies.

After all this, if you still don't have enough people to invite, what do you do? Ask a friend to co-host the party with you – your friend invites half the people, you invite half the people, and together you'll have a good invitation list.
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House Party Invitation Guidelines & Sample Invitation
Invitations should be mailed about four weeks before your House Party.  How you send your invitations is up to you – traditional, postcards, via Facebook, or evites.  However you send them, your invitations should include the following information: the date and time, location with directions, our organization’s name, and a clear phrase which emphasizes that this is a fundraiser.  Please send a copy of any invitation to your presenter before they are sent out to ensure that they follow fundraising laws and guidelines.

Sample Invitation
You’re invited to a house party for the California OneCare Campaign in support of single payer health care (SB 810). I’m sure that many of you, like me, feel that there is still a lot in our health care system that federal reform did not address. The California OneCare Campaign is an historic grassroots movement to educate millions of Californians and build overwhelming public support for single payer universal health care in California. Private insurance companies are helping bankrupt California. The California OneCare Campaign is fighting back. 

Host: 









Address: 









Date: 




  Time: 
 to 
 (we suggest 2 hours)
We will be serving (appetizers & drinks, coffee & dessert, or whatever else you decide)
I hope you’ll join me to learn more about the campaign, it’s strategy to win and how you can support this movement for full benefit, affordable, cost effective health care for all Californians. 
I’m looking forward to seeing you there, but if you are unable to attend the event, I hope you will still make a contribution to this important campaign for universal health care in California.  Contributions can be made on our campaign website at http://californiaonecare.org (just click on the donate button) or you may mail your check (made out to California OneCare) to California OneCare, P.O. Box 5116, Novato, CA 94948. If you have any questions at all, please call me at (your phone number).
Sincerely,

(Your Name)

If you are not acquainted with evites: Evites are an internet based invitation that can be emailed out to your entire email list. Below are some steps to using this service.
1.
You begin by going to www.evite.com. 
2.
Then click on the invitations tab.

3. 
Choose the design that fits best with your theme. Options include: cocktail party,house parties, brunch/lunch, dinner party, happy hour, and even one for charitable events.

4.
Enter the event details in the fields provided. 
5. 
Include a link to our donate page on your evite - http://californiaonecare.org/action-center-3/donate/
6.
At this point, you can save a draft, preview the invitation, or add contacts.



Contacts can be entered manually or imported from an address book

7.
Once you add contacts, you can include an email message that will be sent to all your 


guests and set your reply style. 

        The reply style can be left as default or changed to reflect your theme.

8.
If you are happy with your evite, click “send now”. 

     If you are not registered with evite, you will be brought to a registration form.
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RSVP and A Suggested Script for Follow Up Calls

Although you will have requested in the invitations you send out that people RSVP, the reality is that many will not, for various and understandable reasons.  The follow up call is possibly the most important thing you can do to ensure that your party will be a success. Whether you send your invitations through the Post Office or the internet, personal phone calls to those who haven’t responded will make all the difference between a poorly or well attended party.  Use the Guest Response Sheet provided in the House Party Kit to keep track of your invitees’ responses.

It is very important that you keep track of all the responses you receive.

Sample Phone Script

We recommend that you make your first calls to people who haven’t responded about two weeks before your party. Here is a sample script to use for those who haven’t responded.

Hello, this is


. May I please speak to


?

Hi. A couple of weeks ago I sent you an invitation to a House Party I’m hosting in my home on the (evening/afternoon) of (day & date).  It’s for the California OneCare Campaign. Will you be attending?

If yes: That’s great. So you don’t have to look it up, my address is (insert address) and the party will start at (time) with (appetizers & drinks, coffee & dessert, or whatever else you decide). I’m so happy I’ll be seeing you there! Goodby.

If no: Oh, I’m so sorry you can’t be there. You can, however, still learn more about the campaign at CaliforniaOneCare.org and, if you like what you see there, it’s really easy to make a donation online and see other ways to become involved in the campaign for real health care reform. Thank you for your time and I look forward to getting together in the future.

About five days before your party, it’s a good idea to call everyone who said they’d be there. Remind them of the date and time, and find out if they’re clear on where the house party will be taking place.

Page 4
[image: image2.jpg]CALIFORNIA YWif¢
®N FCAREORG

Campaign for SB 810 - Single Payer Universal Health Care




House Party Guest Responses

	Guest Name
	Additional Guest
	Yes
	Maybe
	No
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Party Day
Hosting a party should be fun. One way to ensure that your house party is fun, is to have as much as possible prepared before the actual day of the party. Use the Timetable and Checklist to help you figure out what things you can do ahead. Make sure that you have a comfortable space for the number of guests who will attend and adequate seating (although some of your friends may be young and prefer to sit on the floor – you be the judge).

Your helpers should arrive early so you can go over how things will flow at the event – who does what and when. Plan on having everything ready an hour before the party begins & relax!
Equipment:
The program will include the showing of a DVD: California OneCare: Full Care, For All, For Less , so you will need a TV with a DVD player located so that all your guests will be able to view it.

Registration Table:
You will need to set up a registration table at the entrance to the event.  It should be located at the entrance to the event – just inside the door, in an entryway or, if the weather is good, on the porch.  If you have a volunteer who is detail oriented and friendly, (s)he’s the person for this job. The following items should be at the registration table

Sign in Sheet: Every guest should sign in.

Name tags: You can print the names on the nametags beforehand, write them by hand as guests arrive, or have guests write their own names.  Be sure you have sharpies for the nametags.

Donation Forms: No one should walk away from the registration table without a donation form.

SB 810 Information: This can be downloaded from the California OneCare website
Remember, the registration table is your guests’ first stop. They need to feel welcomed, so make sure your registration person can tell them where to put their coats and where they’ll find refreshments.

Refreshments:
Food and drink are essential to any party, even an encouragement to attend. A house party is no exception (a good reason to mention it in your invitation). When people get together, especially if they don’t all know each other, it’s really nice to have food and drinks to help them feel comfortable. This is your party, and it’s entirely up to you to decide what kind of refreshments you wish to serve but we recommend that you keep it simple. You don’t have to spend a lot of time and money on refreshments to have a successful party that is fun and really helps the campaign. 

Party Agenda:
Your California OneCare speaker should arrive at least 30 minutes before your party begins.

Greet guests, thank them for coming and ask them if they’ve signed in. Let guests mingle for about half an hour. This will give them a chance to meet each other, greet people they know and get comfortable.

The actual program, including time for guests to make their contributions and collect them will require about an hour and a half.

Guests can then mingle with the presenter and ask additional questions for 15 minutes or so while the contributions are added up.

Announce the total contributed.
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House Party Sign In

	Name
	Address
	Email Address
	Phone
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www.californiaonecare.org
Yes! I want to help win the campaign for 
universal single payer health care financing in California


    ( $500     ( $250     ( $100         ( $50     ( $25      ( Other 



Contributions to California OneCare are not tax deductible

(for a tax deductible contribution make check out to California OneCare Education Fund)

Name 












Phone 





Email  ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Address 









City/State/Zip 






Please make your check payable to California OneCare 

Mail to P.O. Box 5116, Novato, CA 94948 

or join online at http://www.californiaonecare.org; click on Donate 

Thank you for joining the campaign for Full Benefits Health Care for All, for Life, for Less!
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www.californiaonecare.org
Yes! I want to help win the campaign for 
universal single payer health care financing in California


    ( $500     ( $250     ( $100         ( $50     ( $25      ( Other 



Contributions to California OneCare are not tax deductible

(for a tax deductible contribution make check out to California OneCare Education Fund)

Name 












Phone 





Email  ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Address 









City/State/Zip 






Please make your check payable to California OneCare 

Mail to P.O. Box 5116, Novato, CA 94948 

or join online at http://www.californiaonecare.org; click on Donate 

Thank you for joining the campaign for Full Benefits Health Care for All, for Life, for Less!
The Program

Suggested Program Agenda
6:00 – 6:30
Guests arrive and sign in.  Host mingles and offers refreshments.
6:30 – 6:35
Seat guests and make sure that every guest has a contribution form. 

6:35 – 6:45
Welcome your guests, thank them for coming, make general announcements about the evening and its purpose, and introduce the speaker from California OneCare.

6:45 – 6:55
Guest speaker say a few words about him/herself and asks the guests to introduce themselves.

6:55 - 7:00
Speaker introduces California OneCare: Full Care, For All, For Less.
7:00– 7:15
Show video

7:15 – 7:30
Discussion, including Question and Answer Time 

7:30 – 7:40
It is because a house party is personal that it is so very effective. Just take a few minutes to tell your guests why YOU support the California OneCare Campaign. Talk about what first got you involved. Speak from your heart about why you continue to support the campaign and why you feel it’s important for you to ask for your guests’ support. Remember, health care is a human right!




Since you have made it clear in your invitation that this is a fundraising house party, everyone there will expect to be asked for a contribution.  You can help them along by making the first contribution and asking your guests to either match your contribution or give whatever they can, whether less or more.




You may have guests who also wish to announce their contribution and encourage others to contribute.  Let them.

7:40 – 7:50
Allow quiet time for your guests to write checks and for your helper to collect them.

(as contributions are collected, have one of your other helpers be adding them up)
7:50 – 8:00
Guest speaker thanks your guests for their support and requests commitments from them to sign up as house party hosts.  As the host, you take names and give contact information to speaker after the party.




As soon as the total amount raised at the party is known, thank your guests for attending, urge them to continue to stay involved and tell their friends and family.  Invite them to visit a while with the speaker and other guests.
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Thank You!
It is very important that everyone who attended your house party receive a thank you note, whether they made a contribution or not.  Not only is it simple good manners, but it’s also possible that your personal note is all that’s needed to encourage someone who didn’t donate at the party, to do so. 

Following is a simple thank you note which you can use, but do feel welcome to use your own words.  They count a lot.

Thank you for coming to (my/our) California OneCare fundraising house party. I/We hope you were inspired to become more involved in our campaign for a single payer health care system in California. This truly is the human rights battle of our time. 

I urge you to visit the website at http://californiaonecare.org to learn more about our plan to provide for the first time anywhere in the United States a universal health care system with full benefits, that will cover all residents in an affordable, cost effective, and accountable plan. You can also learn how you can continue to help our movement.

On the website, you will also have the opportunity to make your donation online if you haven’t already done so. I hope you will take every opportunity to spread the word about the California OneCare Campaign.

Thank you for your support 

Warmly,
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Event Feedback Form
Thank you for hosting a house party for the California OneCare Campaign.  Your feedback is very important to us so please take a few moments to fill out this form and send it, along with any donations collected to the address listed below.

Name of Host(s): 











Address: 








City, State: 

Zip:

Telephone: 





Email: 







Date of Party: 




 # Guests: 


 Total Donations: 




Feedback:

Was the House Party Kit we provided helpful in organizing your party? 
 Yes 
 No

How could it have been better?

Were the supporting materials helpful in conducting your party: 
 Yes 
 No

Is there other material that would have been useful? Explain.

Was there any one element of your party that went especially well that you’d like to share?

Do you have any party stories you’d like to share with us?

Please send this completed form, donations collected and guest lists to:

Jeanne Ertle

California OneCare 

1552 Citrus Avenue  

Chico, CA 95926
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